
 

 

 

 

  

Pathways Academy 

Safeguarding Update                      Term 4: 2021

Dear Parents and Carers 

At Pathways Academy, safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children is everyone’s responsibility 
and our top priority. Anyone who comes into contact with children and families has a role to play.  

This newsletter will focus on the theme of Online Safety.  

Best wishes,  

Jane Brailsford   Safeguarding Lead  

Have you checked the age ratings?  

When your children request to use a new app or game, it’s 
important to evaluate whether it’s appropriate for your child to 
use it.  

One of the first things you can do is check the age rating. If 
your child is not old enough, then explain to your child, why it is 
not appropriate for them.   

 

Snapchat- 13+ years old  

Houseparty- 13 + years old 

 

WHO TO CONTACT IF 
YOU HAVE A CONCERN 

ABOUT A CHILD 

If you are worried about a child’s 
safety please contact any of the 
Designated Safeguarding Leads 

straight away.  

Jane Brailsford – Designated 

Safeguarding Lead 

Zarda Fazil- Deputy Designated 

Safeguarding Lead 

Karen Young – Deputy 

Designated Safeguarding Lead  

Stephanie Moore – Headteacher 

Adele Johnson- Regional 
Safeguarding Lead North  

They can be contacted by via the 

School Office or 0114 2310044 

For a copy of our school’s Child 
Protection and Safeguarding Policy, 
please visit the school website.  

REPORT ANY CONCERNS  

If you suspect a child is being abused or is in danger of being 
abused please contact a Designated Safeguarding Lead, or 
any member of staff. You can also contact the Sheffield 
Safeguarding Hub 0114 2734855 

 

If a child is in immediate danger call the 
Police immediately on 999 



  

Snapchat 

Snapchat remains a popular app for messaging and sharing photos and videos. You 
must be 13 + years to sign up. The app has some privacy settings which we 
recommend you explore with your child and suggest why certain options are safer, 
for example setting your account so only friends can see your content.  

What should I be aware of?  

-Who is your child friends with? 

-Group chats because these may include users that your child isn’t friends with 

-Snap Map – this reveals the location of users (this can be turned off) 

-Inappropriate content 

-Screenshots- this can mean some content is saved so your child could lose control 
of what they have posted 

-Bullying- there is a risk of bullying on all platforms on social media 

  

Nintendo Switch 

Did you know that there is a free parental controls app that you can download to your 
phone to link to your child’s Nintendo Switch? This allows you to: 

-view a report to see who your child has been playing games with. 

-see how long your child has been playing for and set time limits on when they can 
play and how long for. 

-set which games can be played based on their age. 

-limit in game communication.  

-restrict purchases in the Nintendo eShop.  

Further information: 

https://www.nintendo.com/switch/parental-controls/ 

 

 



 

 

Houseparty 

House party is a face to face (video) social network available as either an app or web 
version.  

It allows you to video chat with other users as well as play in app quizzes and games 
with each other. Up to 8 people can join each room and you can join several rooms 
at one time.  

Once you are in a video chat room your connections and their connections can join 
the chat unless the chat is locked. We would recommend locking the room by 
tapping on the padlock icon at the bottom of the screen when everyone you 
want to be in the chat has joined.  

You can report inappropriate behaviour directly to Houseparty. Friends can also be 
un-friended or blocked. It is important to make sure that your child knows how to do 
this.  

What you need to be aware of 

- Some games and quizzes on the app can be chargeable. 
- Other users are able to take screenshots or recordings of chats without other 

users knowing this is happening.  
- Your child may encounter people they don’t know- e.g. friends of friends.  

Further information: 

http://houseparty.com/guidelines 

http://www.net-aware.org.uk/networks/houseparty/  


